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Comments from  

the President  

It has been a busy spring season what with the largest fire school of record, proudly hosted by Balgonie 
Fire, followed by SAFC conference in North Battleford and then of course the grass fires I know a lot of 
departments have been dealing with. 
 
The school was a huge success and a word of thanks is deserving to Pilot Butte and White City fire  
departments for the use of trucks and personnel. Also our suppliers who kindly spent time and gave 
trucks and equipment and knowledge, your help is invaluable and thank you once again. 
 
At the banquet at the school and also at the SAFC conference banquet, Duane McKay, fire commissioner 
for the province, publicly announced his support for the CISM/CISD debriefing program. I personally 
would like to extend my thanks to the commissioner and the minister responsible for the support of this 
program and I look forward to moving forward with him and his department covering our six. 
 
At the SAFC conference I was approached by a few people wondering why I have not changed the board 
members. A few people pointed out that there are board members that have been on the board for  
ever. I will respond to all interested the same response I have always given. If you are that worried about 
the length of time some members have been serving, then step up and put your name forward and get 
elected.  
 
Do not think for one minute that I am unhappy with the present board, nothing could be further from 
the truth, but if people want change then it has come from the membership stepping up and causing an 
election to be held every time the zone rep term is up. It would please me to no end to see that kind of 
interest in the board and competition makes us all stronger. So I guess to close this topic, I challenge you 
as a member of the association to either step up or find someone in your zone to do the same. 
 
A big upcoming item on my plate in the next few months is a fundraiser that I will be doing for STARS.  I 
have been asked to raise $50 000 and thank you in advance for any support that you can give! 
 
Last item I have is a very heartfelt thank you to our outgoing executive director Ken Dobra. This last 
school was the last one he will have input on, but he has promised me to be available to teach and be 
active at a different level. Ken steered us in the direction we are headed and for that we are forever 
thankful. Hope you enjoy and wear out that golf cart! 
 

Doug Lapchuk 
President SVFFA 



From the Desk of                               
 the Executive Director 

The Last Word  

Before I “ride off into the sunset”, I want to share my thoughts with you, the members of the S.V.F.F.A.  

For those of you who were at the Balgonie Fire School banquet, you will already have heard many of these 

comments. 

First of all, I want to express my sincere appreciation to the Association as a whole for 10 wonderful years. 
From the moment that I took on the role of Executive Director in 2006, it has been one of the most  
rewarding experiences of my life.  My involvement with the volunteer fire sector has been very memorable 
and meeting so many fire personnel throughout the province has been one of the biggest highlights. 
 
I am very proud to have been able to watch this association grow in leaps and bounds.  Although I will no 
longer be directly associated with the S.V.F.F.A., I will always keep tabs on the Association.  The S.V.F.F.A. 
will always be part of my life. 
 
To the present Board of Directors and past members, you are an amazing group of individuals who have a 
passion for the volunteer fire sector.  This was always evident when we would meet to discuss the business 
of the association.  I know that the association is in good hands with your direct involvement.  Keep up that 
good work! 
 
To President Doug Lapchuk and Past President Dale Wagner, it has been an honour to have worked with 
you.  You both epitomize what the association is all about.  Thank you for your support and for always  
being there when I called to discuss S.V.F.F.A. business.  I hope that the general membership gets a sense 
of the number of volunteer hours that you gentlemen put in as their Presidents. I have been very fortunate 
to have had you as my immediate bosses and the Association has been fortunate to have you as their  
leaders. 
 
A BIG THANK YOU for the parting gift of the golf cart.  As many of you at the banquet witnessed, I was  
totally surprised by your thoughtfulness and generosity. Can’t wait to use it! With that fire engine red paint 
job I will be reminded of the S.V.F.F.A. every time I ride in it. 
 
I feel very good about the state of the Association as I say goodbye.  I truly believe that your new Executive 
Director, Janice, will continue to help move the S.V.F.F.A. forward.  She did an excellent job of running her 
first school in Balgonie and already has a passion for the S.V.F.F.A.  All is good. 
 
As I mentioned initially, I am “riding off into the sunset”; however, I will always be close by and willing to 
help if called upon. 
 
Thank you to all!  It has been a great ride and I hope that our paths will definitely cross again.  
 

Ken Dobra 



From the Desk of                               
 the Executive Director 
“KEN 2.0” or so I’m CallEd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First let me say thank you, thank you, thank you to everyone for being so welcoming and so patient as I 

get my feet wet in my new role.  Ken’s shoes are extremely difficult to fill but I am incredibly lucky  and 

grateful in that he has been available to me this entire time to answer questions and help me with  

anything I need.   

 

Fire School in Balgonie was quite the initiation to me!  I was told that fire schools typically see around 

200—225 students training so once we reached 250 and there were still a number of weeks left before 

the school, I began to get a little nervous.  Unfortunately we did have to stop taking registrations as we 

wouldn’t have been able to accommodate numbers any higher than that but I hope to meet those of 

you that didn’t get into classes in Balgonie, at the fall school in Melville! 

 

I have certainly been enjoying my first few months and am learning so much from all of you.  I am  

honoured and excited to be part of this Association Thank you for all that you do out there and most  

importantly please ensure to keep yourselves safe.   If there is anything at all I can do for you, please 

don’t hesitate to call me or email me at any time.  I look forward to hopefully meeting each and every 

one of you. 

 

Janice Nieswandt 



ZONE REPORTS  

Zone 2 

 

 

First off I would like to thank the Belgonie Volunteer Fire Department  
for an excellent school, the facilities and meals were top notch.  
So far in our zone it has been extremely dry, very little snow fall  
during the winter and lack of rainfall this spring, It has increased the 
danger of wildland fires, causing some departments to be busy earlier  
than normal. With the rain we received this weekend it has helped 
to lessen the danger for now.  
 
Hopefully all persons in your area know and have called  1-866-404-4911  to report a controlled burn prior 
to the actual burn and have taken proper precautions.  
 
Please remember safety for ourselves and our fellow fire fighters is the first priority during  
training exercises and on scene at a response call.  
 
 Erwin Jackson, Zone 2 Director     

Zone 4 
 

 

Whoever didn’t attend the SVFFA Fire School this spring, hosted in my 
Zone, by my home town of Balgonie, missed quite an excellent event. This 
school had the largest number of students (309) and instructors since it 
began back in 1990.  We also had a live burn class in a house, which was 
donated to us. There was a lot of hard work leading up to the school by the 
planning committee and also many other volunteers who made this a  
success. I would especially like to thank the generous sponsors who  
donated prizes at the banquet. 
 
As most of you may or may not know, Mosaic Potash Corporation donated a fire truck to our association.  
We will have this piece of apparatus to use at our fire schools as required. We also have make a  
commitment to our member departments if they have their pumper go out of service for an extended 
period of time, we can lend them this apparatus until such time as yours is fixed. 
 
Lastly, we had to turn away several students who sent in applications to attend the spring fire school. I 
would suggest you get the names of your students in early in order to secure a spot in the class of their 
choice. We did attempt to provide alternate choices, but it would be best if you get your applications in 
early. 
 
Take care and stay safe my fellow Firefighters 
 
Jason Scriver, Zone 4 Director  



Thanks Balgonie for a successful spring school. A new attendance record " again"!!! 
 
At the time of this report many departments have responded to wild fires in their coverage 
areas. There are a few videos of close calls on YouTube, where firefighters escaped injury. 
NEVER underestimate the speed at which a fire can grow and change direction. Be safe out there. 
 
The SVFFA has added a pumper truck to their list of training equipment, thanks to some major  
donations. Check it out at the fall school being hosted by Chief Mogenson and Melville Fire Dept. 
Hope to see you there, the dates are Sept.30, Oct. 1 and 2. Watch for updates. 
 
I would like to introduce the Zone 5 alternate representative. He is Darren Arsenault, a member of 
Churchbridge Fire Rescue and Mosaic Potash ERT.  
 
Thank you 
 
Kevin Eskra, Zone 5 Director 

Zone 5 

Zone 6 

GREETINGS FROM ZONE 6 SPRING 2016  
 

As I am taking down my Christmas lights, I look next door and my neighbor is shoveling the 
last few remnants of his snow bank out onto to the lawn to melt. I know most of you have 
been free of the white stuff for some time and hope the grass fire season is a short one for all 
of us. Speaking of which...  
 
I am hoping to bring a Wildland Firefighting Instructor in for a session and would like to know if there are 
any other departments interested . With conditions looking eerily similar to last year, having a few more 
trained for deployment to assist our brothers and sisters to the north could prove IMMEASURABLE. Let me 
know if you are interested and I shall start researching costs  
 
March 19-20 I had the honor of attending the CISD course held in Lumsden. For those who are unaware , 
this is a joint venture between the SVFFA and SAFC in creating a group of individuals across the province 
able to deploy after a serious event involving volunteer firefighters. At the moment , EMS and First  
Responders receive counseling for traumatic events through their respective Health Regions.  
Unfortunately, firefighters are not covered, leaving a huge gap in this needed service. Many communities 
simply do not have the funds to pay a professional therapist to speak to the affected members in the  
aftermath. This is the precise reason this group has been formed , a team of peers ( firefighters, EMS ) who 
can sit down and assist in talking it out in defusing and debriefing sessions. This is one of those  
certifications I hope I never have to use , but if the need arises in your department, please do not hesitate 
to contact us- WE ALL HAVE YOUR BACK.  
 



Zone 6 continued... 

Unfortunately I wasn't able to attend the Balgonie school due to prior commitments with my oldest son, 
instead sending my Deputy ( luckily the dress I sent him with was all wrong for his eye color ) If you see 
the pictures you might understand On a serious note, missing the opportunity to hand out the awards to 
the firefighters of the year was difficult as this has been my little pet project . We've been able to surprise 
many of the recipients when they get called up and the video I received of Ross Deptuch having his name 
revealed was awesome ! Congratulations to Ross , Colin Musschoot and Emily Elrix. Once again I  
encourage everyone to look at their fellow members for those who go above and beyond and nominate 
them  
 
I'm still looking for news from those Zone 6 departments out there ! Have you got a new addition you'd 
like to show off ?! A new truck, hall, piece of equipment, award etc etc , send them my way so I can  
include them here  
 
I am also still searching for an alternate zone rep who can sit in during my absence. Feel free to contact 
me if you'd like more details  
 
I hope you all have a fun and safe summer  
 
Paul Cockell, Zone 6 Director 

Zone 7 

The Spring Fire School in Balgonie was huge with over 300 students. The Supplier Booths were excellent 
and the facilities, first rate. It was nice to see a lot of familiar faces back to continue their training. Keep 
up the good work.  
 
To the new students, hope to see you in Melville this fall.I   know that some of these schools are a long 
ways to travel. The specialty classes offered are a great asset to you and your community. Take advantage 
of them. These classes COULD save you and your RM large liability problems in the future.  
 
It would be nice to see a better representation from Zone 7 . It’s for your safety and the welfare of all  
involved.  
 
Because of the dry conditions in this zone, a Full Fire Ban has been declared by a number of RM’S. One of 
the classes is Wild Land Fire Fighting. We need these classes. Schools are cheap, compared to liability 
costs. Make an effort to attend. DO NOT SAY, IT WILL NOT HAPPEN HERE. 
 
My ear is always there for you, don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
Enjoy the summer with family and friends and remember: train safe and keep safe. 
 
Richard Baran, Zone 7 Director 



Zone 8 

This zone is on fire! I'm sure many of the 1090 wildland students were happy to have the knowledge gained 
in Mervin and at the SVFFA spring fire training symposium in Balgonie. The snow has melted and fires are 
burning fast in this crazy spring wind. There has been little precipitation in our zone thus far, forcing chiefs 
to put partial and full fire bans on to keep the risk down. Prevention is key so keep up the good work every-
one!  
 
On another note, thank you to everyone who came out to our joint SVFFA/SAFC zone meeting in Turtleford 
this March, each time we meet there are more and more new faces. The next meeting will be held in Mead-
ow Lake at the fire hall on June 11th @13:00. Hope to see even more chiefs and officers out to catch up on 
what’s going on in our organizations and to voice any questions or concerns you may have. Sterling Switzer 
from EMFS will be there to answer any questions, and of course Joe Grela from the SAFC and myself. There 
is also talk of a round of golf after the meeting for anyone who wishes to join.  
 
In other news, the CISM committee has confirmed financial backing from the Fire Commissioners office and 
will receive funding for the future of this initiative. So far, 30 people have been trained at various levels to 
go out to assist individuals or groups in crisis along with the professional assistance of Patty Stewart-
McCord who has played a major role in getting this initiative off the ground. If you or any-
one on your department endures a critical incident, don’t hesitate to contact the SVFFA 
for members of the team to come out and help with a CISM intervention. If you or anyone 
on your team exhibits signs of distress (reference PTSD material), please seek professional 
counselling as soon as possible.   
 
Ellery Russell, Zone 8 Director  

Zone 9 

Larry Zadvorny, Zone 9 Director  

Here is hope that Winter is over, and Spring has arrived. 
 

It has been a great winter, with warmer temperatures and less precipitation than normal.  Training has 
been going on this winter and spring, before seeding starts in the rural areas. 
 

Sorry, that I could not attend the spring school hosted by Balgonie Fire Department.  Hear that the student 
registration was higher than normal, and the classes were full.  This is what the SVFFAʼs mission is, to bring 
affordable training to the fire departments in the province. 
 

If you live in Zone 9, have time to spare, and wish to assist our organization, we are looking for an assistant 
zone 9 representative. This position would represent the zone when I can not attend meetings. If  
interested, please give me a call for more info. 
 

Please have a great summer, letʼs hope that it is quieter for forest fires in the north, than 
it was in 2015. 
 

If there are any questions, or issues, please give me a phone call or email. My contact 
info is listed on the inside cover of the newsletter. 
Have a good one. 



Zone 10 

It’s been busy since my last report, I’ve been promoting local departments to train together, mostly in 
Carrot River, but I’ve also done training in Archerwill and White Fox. During Ice Rescue training in Carrot 
River, I unfortunately broke some ribs and it was incredibly cold out but everyone had a great learning 
experience. The 2016 Fire Officer Boot Camp was a HUGE success. Wayne Jasper from CFB Shawinagin,  
Retired Prince Albert Fire Chief Les Karpluk and Fire Chief Gord Schriner of Comox Fire presented to  
firefighters from 20 fire departments from Saskatchewan, Manitoba and BC attending, also in  
attendance was Bullex, a training simulator  manufacturer from New York, USA. The 2017 Boot Camp is 
scheduled and Bullex has already committed to attend. CRFR also hosted a 60 hour “Extensive Wildland 
Fire Fighter” training program that was attended by 5 local fire departments preparing for the 2016  
wildfire season. I am sure that there have been other events that I have not mentioned as well. 
 
Carrot River also hosted our Zone 10 spring SVFFA and SAFC meeting with several fire departments in 
attendance as well as Evette from EMFS introducing the new Learn not to Burn program. A number of 
items were discussed and John McDonald, the SAFC Zone 10 rep, announced that he was stepping down 
from the SAFC. Since then, Brian Starkell from Nipawin Fire has stepped into the position as our SAFC 
Zone 10 rep. There were also several other items discussed to be followed up with at the upcoming  
SVFFA and SAFC board meetings. Our next scheduled Zone 10 meeting will likely be in late August or  
early September. These zone meetings are very important for fire departments to attend as it helps 
them to be kept informed and gives them a chance to ask questions and participate in discussions. I 
would encourage all fire departments to attend their local zone meetings when they happen. 
 
Training is continuing to be busy in Zone 10. Some of the smaller departments are continuing to join 
larger departments for practices and training sessions. As I am writing this, Carrot River has a High  
Angle/Grain Entrapment Rescue Program by TransCare Rescue scheduled for early July. 
 
Remember, you should not be striving to be better than anyone else, just strive to be better than you 
were yesterday and the best that you can be today, every day. This involves training as well as all aspects 
of life not just firefighting. 
 
 

Scott Debienne, Zone 10 Director  



BALGONIE FIRE SCHOOL 

Thank you to Barb Quinney for being the unofficial photographer for Fire School.  If you would like to 
purchase a DVD video from the weekend, contact Janice Nieswandt, SVFFA Executive Director.  DVD’s 
cost $15 of which Ms. Quinney has decided to give $5 to the Burn Unit and $5 to Muscular Dystrophy 
with the remaining $5 used for production and postage. 





EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR KEN DOBRA IS  
SURPRISED WITH A “FIRE TRUCK” GOLF CART 

AS HIS RETIREMENT GIFT 



THANK YOU MOSAIC FOR YOUR 
GENEROUS DONATION!!!! 



Saskatchewan’s Newest CISM Team  

From Left to Right: 
Top Row:   

Laverne Hockey, Chief/ FR Midale, SK 
Holly Schmidt, FF/ PCP Midale, SK 
Kim Wilchynski, FF Lashburn, SK 
Kendra Rieder, FF Balgonie, SK" 
Helen Fornwald, EMO Coordinator Estevan, SK 
Joanne Romich, Captain/FR Balgonie, SK 
Paul Cockell, Fire Chief/EMR Leroy SK 

From Left to Right: 
2nd Row: 
 
Rod Gopher, FF Cochin, SK 
Leanne J. Perrin-Bear, MSW Whitewood, SK 
Rick Burnett, Captain/ FR Meadow Lake, SK 
Pamela Russell, FD Sec./Treas/ Comms. Lashburn, SK 
Nolan LaCoste, FF Estevan, SK 
Rachel Moccasin, FR Cochin, SK 
Lindsay Langdon, FF Smeaton, SK 
Mitchell Lapchuk, FF/PCP Balgonie SK 
Morgan Lapchuk, FF/FR Balgonie SK 
Crystal Fajt, FF/FR/WFM Training Br. Smeaton, SK 
Laurelei Hanson, FF/FR Eastend, SK 

From Left to Right: 
Front Row:   
Dale Laursen, Chief Pierceland, SK 
Kevin Thiel, FF Bruno, SK 
Jim Senger, Captain Nipawan, SK 
Patty Stewart McCord, ICISF Instructor Lumsden, SK 
Ellery Russell, Chief/SVFFA Zone 8 Rep Paynton, SK 
Dale Feser, Fire Chief/SAFC Zone 3 Rep Estevan, SK 
Sid Stasiuk, Captain Codette, SK 

CISM,not something many people know about. It stands for Critical Incident Stress Management and is a necessary 
component of “psychological 1st aid” for people who have endured a traumatic event. 
 
Currently, the province is lacking not only personnel, but also the funding to get timely and well trained help out to 
volunteer fire departments. Fire fighters and officers, EMS, EMO & mental health professionals all helped to make 
up the class of 30 students from all over Saskatchewan. Students travelled from as far north as Meadow Lake, 
Pierceland and St. Walburg, going as far south as Eastend, Estevan & Yorkton.  
 
 



These men and women have signed up to be deployed throughout the province as peer support workers for other 
volunteer fire fighters who have been through an especially difficult event. Each person, including  
instructor Patty Stewart-McCord donated their time in Lumsden this March 19 & 20th, to learn the "group session" 
component of the program. "One on one" support was taught at last fall’s SVFFA fire training  
symposium, affectionately known as fire school for the 200+ volunteer fire fighters who attend each 
spring and fall.  
 
The Saskatchewan Volunteer Fire Fighters Association (SVFFA) and Saskatchewan Association of Fire Chiefs (SAFC) 
have been working together to get this initiative off the ground. Because of the hard work done by the CISM com-
mittee, which is made up of members from both associations as well as Patty  
Stewart-McCord, training went ahead without funding this time around.  
 
At the moment there has been a contribution of $5000 from the SVFFA which will not last long. The SAFC & SVFFA 
have planned a fundraiser to help with the cause at this April’s SVFFA fire school in Balgonie and SAFC Fire Chief’s 
conference in North Battleford. All of this has come to be out of the need for CISM  
coverage. Currently, there is no financial coverage for volunteer firefighters, unlike their career firefighter 
colleagues. Many of these volunteers encounter equally disturbing calls on an annual basis and require the same in-
terventions that are given freely to other emergency response services.  An update since the Spring Fire School in 
Balgonie is that EMFS has committed to also add to the funding for this valuable endeavor. 
 
CISM committee members have started planning the next "one on one" training session for this fall in a more north-
ern community, more details will come when the planning is complete. It is estimated to be a three year process to 
get a projected number of 80+ support workers trained and ready to go out and help people. This is not a short term 
process, the trainees will also need annual refresher courses and may also 
want to seek other types of training to boost their understanding of how trauma effects the human brain. Thanks to 
decades of research done by many different mental health professionals, going back as far as the 1800’s, there is a 
better understanding of why some people are affected more profoundly than others. 
 
The group is looking for more peers from the fire industry as well as formally trained people to donate their time and 
skills. Psych nurses, psychologists, social workers and other mental health professionals are  
encouraged to join the cause for better mental healthcare and less occurrences of PTSD. Peer support training is only 
so in-depth, psychological professionals are an integral part of the process for the healing process to begin. Psycho-
logical injuries are equally as important to repair as physical injuries. 
 
Because of the stigma attached to mental well being, many people are not well educated on the science behind how 
trauma effects people. Many can not recognize that there is a problem, and if they do, they sometimes feel too em-
barrassed to admit that they have been affected and end up suffering alone.  
Everyone has had different life experiences which causes each person to react differently to stressful and traumatic 
events, but if left untreated, PTSD can set in and cause a person to change completely. This can affect relationships, 
cause substance abuse and even end in suicide.  
 
Volunteer fire fighters are on call 24/7, attending house fires, motor vehicle accidents, farm-
ing accidents and so much more. They are ready to risk mental and physical well being for 
their neighbours and friends which could include you! If you would like to become a CISM 
team member, please contact Janice Nieswandt at the SVFFA by email: svffa@sasktel.ca. 
 
Thank you to all of the dedicated men and women who volunteer for so much more thanis 
listed here!" 

Saskatchewan’s Newest CISM Team   Cont’d  from  previous page 



“In the Zone”…with STARS 

Hazardous Materials at a STARS LZ 

Accidents involving hazardous materials, explosives, poisonous gases/vapours, or chemicals in danger of 
exploding and burning require special handling by fire/rescue units on the ground. 

 
When hazardous materials are present, helicopter landing zones must be prepared upwind from the  
hazardous material accident site and never in low-lying areas. The helicopter should not be required to fly 
directly over the scene when approaching the designated LZ. 
 
Upon initial radio contact, always inform the STARS crew of any hazardous gases in the area—never assume 
they already know. If STARS were to fly through these gases, the crew could be incapacitated and/or the 
engines could develop mechanical problems. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Luc Duval, Saskatoon – lduval@stars.ca  |  Jason Prokopetz, Regina – jprokopetz@stars.ca 
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MORLEY A. NELSON 
Died March 29, 2016 in his home at Fort Qu'Appelle, Sask. Predeceased by his parents Rose (nee Kunnanz) and Axel 
Nelson; his mother and father-in-law Eva and Henry Reese; brothers-in-law Harold, Floyd and Lorne Reese; sister and 
brother-in-law Sy and Geri Dilschneider. He will be sorely missed by his wife Charmaine "Sherry" (nee Reese) who 
holds tight to his legacy of love, strength and courage. He leaves his brother Gerald Nelson (Yorkton); sisters-in-law 
Mary Reese (Saskatoon) and Kathleen Reese (Ebenezer); and nieces and nephews who he truly loved. Morley's  
career started in Psychiatric Nursing at Valley View Centre, Moose Jaw advancing to the Moose Jaw Union Hospital 
then into the main stream of Health, Safety, Security and Industrial Firefighting with Kalium Chemicals (Mosaic). He 
became the first Industrial Firefighter in Saskatchewan to receive the Exemplary Fire Service Medal awarded on  
behalf of the Sovereign and the Governor General of Canada. After 35 years of dedicated service he left Kalium to 
form his own consulting company, Shermor Holdings Inc., and was quickly engaged by Potash, Uranium, Coal mines 
and Anhydrous Ammonium plants across Saskatchewan. A song written in the late 60s' speaks to the brotherhood of 
mankind. The title is "He ain't heavy, he's my brother". Morley truly understood the meaning of those words. He was 
quick to volunteer and always willing to share his knowledge and experience. He was actively involved with The  
Saskatchewan Mining Association's Rescue Competitions for over 40 years where he trained rescue teams and acted 
as judge in both the Annual Events and the In- House Competitions. He is credited with assisting in the development 
of the Mining Firefighting Competition and for establishing the Annual Industrial Competitions. Morley played a key 
role in the development of The Saskatchewan Safety Council's Fire Control School which was the first of its kind in 
Saskatchewan and became the standard for the development of every other Fire Training Program in the province. 
He was a member of the International Association of Arson Investigators; Firefighters without Borders and was an 
instructor with The Saskatchewan Volunteer Firefighters Association and St. John Ambulance. Many Provincial  
Volunteer Fire Departments relied on his advice and assistance in obtaining essential, cost-effective equipment. 
Morley was awarded the Saskatchewan Mining Association's Distinguished Service Award; England's International 
Penner Emergency Response Award; Saskatchewan Safety Professional of the Year Award and was inducted into the 
Saskatchewan Safety Hall of Fame. For 12 years following retirement he made it his mission to help the Firefighters 
in Mexico acquire some much needed equipment. Each year he appealed to his peers across Canada and USA for 
donations of new or used equipment which he personally collected and transported. It involved literally tons  
donated by Mines, Safety Suppliers and Fire Departments, including two wild-land fire trucks donated by San  
Bernardino FD initiated by a personal friend Dr. Bill Eich. Vallarta newspapers once referred to him as the 'Canadian 
Santa Claus'. In a ceremony of gratitude including many Jalisco State dignitaries he was named the First Honorary 
Bombero of Puerto Vallarta, an honour he humbly accepted on behalf of all the companies that had donated the 
equipment. Morley and Sherry left Regina in 1994 moving to their new home at Echo Lake where he soon became a 
member of the Fort Qu'Appelle Volunteer Fire Department and continued to give of himself with energy and  
dedication never giving up being a part of the action. He was Founder and Co-ordinator of the first Volunteer  
Firefighters Challenge in Saskatchewan bringing together teams from several communities. Hockey was big in his life. 
He was a goal tender for many years playing on several different leagues at the same time. Morley travelled  
extensively and was rich with friends because of the easy way he had with everyone he came in contact with. His 
guidance was to live simply, care deeply, speak kindly, and leave the rest to God. He felt eternally blessed having  
Nathan Simes in his life, a young boy who always gave "this much" love and made everything in life worthwhile. With 
respect and gratitude we acknowledge the skills and compassion of Dr. Stuart McMillan who journeyed with him 
throughout his 5 years with cancer and Dr. Mirjana Zarkovic his Oncologist who always offered hope. Morley was 
armed spiritually and emotionally for this day. He has gone home now; guided by the light of those he loved who 
have gone before him. We are fortunate to have known such a positive spirit; one who is so hard to say goodbye to. 
Honouring Morley's request a PRIVATE SERVICE will be held in the Chapel at Qu'Appelle House of Prayer on 
B'Say'Tah Road with Rev. Fr. Glenn Zimmer OMI officiating. Interment at a later date. In lieu of flowers, if friends so 
desire contributions may be made to the Firefighters Burn Fund Inc., 303 – 83 Garry Street, Winnipeg, MB R3C 4J9 as 
tokens of remembrance.  

IN REMEMBRANCE 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/firefighters/?personid=179470245&affiliateID=3124


 
In follow-up from the Balgonie Fire School, I have included a link to a short safety video as produced by the 
Canadian Electrical Association of which SaskPower is a member that highlights points that were described 
in my presentation at the school. 
 
The video itself depicts the safety principles specific to an emergency responder audience as it provides  
illustration to real life calls that often occur in and around electrical infrastructure. 
 
The video may be accessed from the link below by clicking on-> Know what to do if you’re in a vehicle 
accident-> Watch the video. 
 
http://www.saskpower.com/safety/electrical-safety/worker-safety/?linkid=MM_worker_safety 
 
 
Kyle Kreway  B.Admin, COHS, CHRP 

SaskPower | Consultant, Safety, Business Continuity & Investigations– Regina,SK  

 

Follow up to Sask Power presentation given to the 1000 Level at  

Balgonie Fire School 

http://www.saskpower.com/safety/electrical-safety/worker-safety/?linkid=MM_worker_safety


FOR SALE 

SVFFA Knives (previously 25th Anniversary Knives) 

We have ordered more of these knives and they should be  
arriving soon.  Cost is $25 - if you are interesting in ordering any 

contact the SVFFA office at  (306) 520-3278 or email 
svffa@sasktel.net for more information. 

 








